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Dear Colleague
On Friday September 28th, 2007 the Chesapeake Bay Observing System (CBOS) held its first information meeting for CBOS Affiliate (chiefly federal) members and others to describe the planned development of the Chesapeake Inundation Prediction System (CIPS)--an end-to-end forecast ensemble for storm surge inundation being developed by CBOS for use by the NWS Chesapeake Bay (see CIPS ST Aug 2007 Issue, attached). 
Hosted by Noblis, Inc. at their Fairview complex, the morning session of meeting at 9:30 AM following ample coffee and pastries, which may help explain why it was well attended (See Attendees, attached). The meeting opened with Gil Miller, Corporate Vice President and Chief Technology Officer, Noblis, Inc., who gave us a warm welcome. This welcome was followed by the surprise deliverance of a CBOS Member Letter of Appreciation to Noblis’ Barry Stamey, Dave Garbin, and Wade Smith for their many contributions to CIPS and CBOS development. Presentations then followed according to the final agenda (See Agenda, attached), whereby different CIPs development partners described early-to-current CIPS prototype development and benefits, the need for CIPS and data to support it, and the modeling, visualization, and validation components of CIPS and their related observational requirements. (Presentations are available at http://cbos.org/Home/chesapeake-bay-inundation-prediction-system-cips/cbos-affiliates-meeting-sept-2807-noblis ). 
After a sunny outside lunch from the Noblis cafeteria, two breakout groups met to discuss CIPS development and selected observational and information requirements for (a) Hydrodynamic Modeling, Visualization, and Validation, and (b) Datums and DEMs—to further discuss observational and other information related to CIPS development requirements. Preliminary summaries of each discussion (attached) were developed, with action items related to requests for observational data and information (See attached). Some action items already have been completed. Other action items are awaiting completion. All actions will significantly aid in the development of CIPS as an ensemble forecast capability, and in so doing benefit those seeking similar data and information or greater use and dissemination of their data and information. Many commented at the end of the meeting (2:30 PM, as planned) that the morning presentations were informative, and the afternoon sessions engaging and of real value.

Whether or not you were able to attend the morning only or full day, or were unable to attend, please take a moment to read the preliminary breakout summaries and note the action items. CBOS CIPS partners will be following up on all of these items, which likely means that we will be contacting you in the near future. In the meantime, we want to thank all of you for taking the time from busy schedules to consider our initial invitation, and, in many cases, attend and participate in this meeting. We look forward to seeing and hearing from you again.
Sincerely

Mike Koterba, Chair
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